The Accomplishments of Prayer
by Warren Wiersbe

Read: Psalm 61:1-8

Whenever David found himself in a tight spot, he instinctively
turned to God in prayer. Prayer is the natural breath of the
believer. It enables you to accomplish what you cannot
accomplish by yourself.

First, prayer enables you to reach farther (v. 2). David was
homesick. Although he was away from Jerusalem, he was not
away from God. No matter where you are, you can reach out
through prayer and touch the lives of family, friends and
missionaries.

Second, prayer enables you to go higher (v. 2). David was
overwhelmed and wrapped in gloom. When he prayed, God lifted
him up and put him on a high rock, in a tower that He built for him
(v. 3). Prayer puts you on the mountaintop and enables you to get
a clear perspective of your situation.

Third, prayer enables you to come closer (v. 4). "The shelter of
your wings" is not referring to a mother hen gathering her chicks
before a storm breaks; it is talking about getting under the wings
of the cherubim in the Holy of Holies. Through Jesus you can enter
into the presence of God and dwell under His wings.

Fourth, prayer enables you to grow richer (v. 5). In prayer you
draw upon the heritage you have in Jesus Christ (Eph. 1:3).

Fifth, prayer enables you to live fuller (vv. 6,7). It's not the
length of life that counts but the depth. Prayer puts depth into
your life. I pity people who depend upon worldly entertainment
instead of the fullness of life in Christ.

Finally, prayer enables you to be happier (v. 8). Prayer and
praise always go together. David starts out crying and ends up
praising. He starts out praying and ends up rejoicing. Spend time
with the Lord in prayer. It will change your life.
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Evaluate your praying. Is it accomplishing in your life what it
accomplished in David's? If not, spend more time in prayer and
determine to experience its accomplishment in your life.
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